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ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

The link between attendance and progress is very clear. The Government’s expert adviser on 

behaviour in schools has calculated that if children are taken away on a typical family holiday and have 

the average number of days off for sickness and appointments, by the time they leave school at 16 

they will have missed a year of school. The Department for Education has gone further in its research 

and found that overall absence had a statistically significant negative link to attainment i.e. every day 

missed was associated with a lower attainment outcome.  

It is for this reason that TFA works hard to ensure that young people are in school during term time 

where they belong. If you are thinking of taking your child out of school for a holiday, we urge you not 

to. Whilst not denying that holidays are enriching experiences, schools are in session for 190 out of 

365 days a year, leaving 175 days in a year in which parents can take their children away. Across the 

academic year 2016-17, 33 families whose children attend TFA received a fine for taking their child on 

holiday during school time. Ultimately, our job is to help secure your child’s future. Please back us up!  

HELPING THE PLANET...AND HELPING THEMSELVES! 

Last week we launched a recycling competition at TFA. Over the course of any one week, 

our young people go through hundreds of plastic bottles. In addition to reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, recycling plastic bottles also helps to decrease the amount of 

pollution in the air and water sources. We are keen to ensure our students understand and appreciate 

the environmental benefits of recycling; getting into good habits when you are young will likely stay 

with you in later life. It is for this reason that we have purchased three recycling bins, one each for 

Years 7,8 and 9. Each week the year group that has collected the most bottles will win a prize! Next 

week, the prize is a non-uniform day! The competition is already proving fierce... 

Academy Diary 
Parents and carers should make a note of the 

following dates in the school calendar:  

 

26 September— 

a) Online Safety Year 7 Engage Evening 

b) Duke of Edinburgh Engage Evening 

28 September—National Poetry Day 

29 September—School Photographs—Year 11 and 

Sports Teams 

2 October—Year 11 Mathematics Engage Evening 

 

Copies of ‘TFA News’ and all 
other letters to parents and carers 
are available to download  on our 

website at 
www.farnley.leeds.sch.uk 

WELL DONE YEAR 11 

Year 11 have returned from the summer holiday with a 

brilliant attitude to their education and future! We have 

been incredibly impressed with how so many have settled 

back into the routine of serious study both at school and 

home.  A large number are already staying behind at the 

end of the day to attend additional lessons and revision 

sessions. This is going to make such a difference  come 

the start of the examination season in just 218 days time! 
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SAVE THE DATE!  

The Wizard of Oz is coming to TFA between 21-23 

March 2018 


