
 

 

19 February 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I am writing to you today ahead of my start date on 5 March, to introduce myself to you as the 
new Principal of The Farnley Academy.  
  
When I visited The Farnley Academy, just before applying to become the Principal, I did so with 
great excitement and curiosity. My curiosity stemmed from a long standing interest in the rapid 
progress and improvement that the school had made in recent years. Immediately upon entering, 
I felt at home. Greeted by a polite, friendly member of staff on reception and shown around by a 
passionate, well informed colleague, I had the opportunity to witness students at work and speak 
to a number of staff, whose energy and determination was clearly evident. Students who I spoke 
to on my visit were polite and extremely articulate in the way that they spoke about their school. 
There was no doubt in my mind that there was a real sense of community at The Farnley 
Academy. 
   
By means of a brief overview of my career to date, I began working in Education just over a 
decade ago. Beginning as a Teacher of Business Studies and Mathematics at Abbey Grange 
Academy, I quickly rose through the ranks and after five years at the school, I left to become an 
Assistant Principal at Leeds West Academy. Achieving many great things in my role at Leeds 
West Academy, I was asked to support other schools in the trust through a Vice Principal role 
working across the White Rose Academies Trust. My most recent position as Principal at Leeds 
East Academy has seen the complete and total transformation of a once failing secondary school 
in Seacroft, into a school where children flourish and achieve excellent academic outcomes. Now 
hailed as the third most improved secondary school in the country and a school in the top 10% 
nationally, I am delighted that I have been able to make such a positive difference to the lives of 
children who in many cases come from the most impoverished backgrounds in the UK.  
 
Beginning my journey now at The Farnley Academy you can be assured that I will have the best 
interests of your child at heart at all times. The decisions I will make in the coming months will be 
about both maximising your child’s performance in their GCSE examinations and also about 
ensuring that they develop in a way that ensures they become a positive member of society. As 
someone who in life many people have supported and championed, I know all too well the power 
of having someone believe in you, and this is something that I hold dear to my own educational 
philosophy.  To me, 70% of students achieving a grade 4+ in Mathematics is wonderful but 
unfortunately it only serves to remind me that 30% did not. As Principal of The Farnley Academy, 
I will work to ensure that every child receives nothing less than a first class education and that 
everyone leaves our academy at the end of Year 11 with a passport to achieve their goals, 
whatever they might be.  
 



 

 

In my first few weeks in post, I will write to you in a very open and honest way. I will let you know 
about the great things that I will undoubtedly see but I will also draw your attention to those things 
we need to work on together to improve. Through this dialogue, I hope that together we will build 
a culture of engagement and shared ambition for not only our students, but also our wider 
community. As I am sure you will agree, a school is at the very heart of a community and 
successful schools in turn support successful communities.   
 
Staff, students and parents can be assured that the future of The Farnley Academy is in safe 
hands. I am thoroughly looking forward to immersing myself within the culture of The GORSE 
Academies Trust and through my genuine love of working with young people and my extensive, 
successful experience, I will lead The Farnley Academy into the next stage of its journey, which 
will see the Academy ranked in the top 1% of secondary schools by 2020.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr C Stokes 
Principal Designate 


