
 

 

 
September 2018 

 
 
Dear Parent / Carer  
 
RE: Welcome Back! 
 
I would like to begin this letter by welcoming our new Year 7 parents to the academy; we are delighted to have been 
able to accept two hundred and ninety-five Year 7 students to the academy this year. I trust that you all have had a 
wonderful summer break. 

 
This summer we have been working hard to transform the social and learning spaces around the academy for your 
child. We have invested more than £100,000 in new dining facilities and £40,000 in a new Library and Careers Centre. 
It was wonderful to see students enjoying their new spaces today and without doubt they will support our growing 
student population in both their studies and overall enjoyment of school. 

 
As I am sure you will already be aware, this summer The Farnley Academy celebrated Outstanding GCSE results and 
once again firmly established itself as the highest performing secondary school in the area by a significant margin. 
74% of our students achieved a grade 4 (old C grade equivalent) in both English and Mathematics and 45% of students 
achieved a grade 5 in English and Mathematics. This record-breaking year for the academy has shown once again 
just how well our staff and students work together to achieve a common goal of excellence. I couldn’t be prouder of 
the accomplishments of our staff and students.  
 
This morning I very much enjoyed welcoming students back to the academy and thank parents / carers for ensuring 
that uniform was immaculate, and students arrived correctly equipped to begin the school year. For any students who 
received a letter indicating that there were issues with their uniform, please can I ask parents to ensure that these 
issues are addressed urgently to avoid any lesson time being wasted. If you require any support or have any questions 
about uniform, please contact your child’s Pastoral Support Officer: 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
Miss Hartley Mr Swift Miss Green Miss Lofthouse Miss Hamilton 

 
During form time today, students were issued with their new school planner and reminded of the rules of our academy. 
As a polite reminder, it is expected that all parents / carers will sign the planner at the end of each week. Signing the 
planner will allow you to quickly review the previous week for your child and engage in conversations about both the 
positives and any areas for improvement the following week. The planner is a key communication tool between school 
and home and we will frequently communicate with you through this channel. 

 
As a final note, I would like to remind all parents / carers of the expectations around attendance. The attendance target 
for all students at The Farnley Academy is 97%+. Students who meet this target will access a range of rewards. For 
those who exceed this target and maintain 100% attendance across the year, they will access prestigious and exclusive 
rewards every term ranging from a priority queue in the canteen to a chance to go on a helicopter flight around Leeds 
in our end of the year celebration event. 
 
I look forward to the year ahead and ensuring that this year is the best yet for our magnificent academy.   
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr C Stokes 
Principal 


